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This method of development 18

1841 .
§ ] :J_’g‘-LL‘-PIm
NOTHOD OF v ATERIAL

COUNTY BIoT.HY

desigoed to strike a happy modium between

ry text ané the Americen Guide style

the chrorological development of histo
Under the genersl topie headings

which made necessary men
the material would be trested cumulatively

Buman interesst materisl would be used

for the use of names of people alive or dead woul

y eross-referencess
f as the story .pprog_r::m the presente

wherever possible, and every opportuniiy

d be utilized, The chapter

heedings below ars subject to revision.

1.

8.

Se

G

Prefece =nd the ususl ecknowledgments.

Contexpcrary scene. Thie bistory would open with colorful but .
ption of the ccunty at present; this would Le the

eccurate descri

place for stetistics as to its size, populetiom, altitude, produc-

tivity, rank esé importence in relstion to others in the sirte or
in its erem. Here also wouold be short contemporary descripticna
of towns snd villaoges of eny size or importance. Tiis chapter

would be short, end designed to esteblish the locals for the reader
but would &fford a throwback to the county's beginning.

Netursl setting. This would be a concise treatment of geography,

topography, clim=te, rivers, mountains, plant and animal life, in
non-technical langunge for the average reeder, The county'a scenie
Bights would be here montioned if there Are any oulstanding views
or natural phenomena,

The pecple. Thois subject would be handled genetically: first,

8 record of the vestiges cof the sborigines, such a3 Mound Builders;
then the Indiens, es to the tribes end gencral history within the
confines of the county; then @ record of the successive migrations

of white men; Elving their racia)
hei -8l antecedents o¢
’ Cupetions, why they




County Eistory £

Be

Be

7.

Be

w0
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Religiones

their contributions to the

cave, outstending flgures among them,
Any special ethnic group-

standerda of county life then end now.

ings would be handled i{ndependentlys
Sketch the frontiersmsn's occupations,

Early Life and Occupations.

then agriculture which first anchored

hunting, trapping and fishing;
him to one spot; then Jumbering, early mining and querrying, and the

beginnings of the gas and oil developments. Hendicrafts nnd any
unusual or extraordinary occupations would be brought im here. 4
Next treoated because the first permanent settlers im-
medietoly built some sort of & church and worshipped according to
the belief that they had brought with them inteo the uMmulo In
this chapter would be told the stories of the oldest churches, the

leadi ng sects, then and now, statistics on church membership, cleri-

cal figures of note, ouistanding churches, brief sketches of church

history from circuit rider to town eleric.

Commerce &nd Industry. Taking up from occupetions; the growih of

large industries, introduction of corporate industry and the mass=

producticn extractives. Imphesize the county's productive status

todey and the fields in which it ranks high. Natural resources would
be treated here, ms & basis of tomorrow's industry.

Transportetion and Communicetion. From tha buffelo and Indian trails

to the rivers snd coasch Troeds, highways, steam and electric railroads,

including the Cowmunicaiion services and their history. Conclude with
the bus, trein ang cther services available todey.
Education, € 3 y d

«fter indusiry sng treéms portetion came ithe stebilization

which broug BN gre
rought urban groupinge ang education. Wmith the story of the

school gy 18 Vor
8yetem in the county woulgd O¢ & short history of emch college

or scedemy in the county, if 80ye.
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Q'S‘Etz G-.wcrn:m:nt.
eat national or state happeni 8

in times of ET
gervants OF reformers; roads and achools
'?”Pt .

> L

tical pontimants

its outstanding public
opsrated bY the countys Secds
ces. The history and functions of ?'T

cultural and gsocial Adven
all public welfare, Pm,n‘

public snd private;

gtitutions,
slso the history of the arts anda

eational sctivities.

gnd recr
y known ertists or writers who were mnetives of

sketch of any widel t1

or lived in the gounty. y

Recapitulaticn. The story of the county's people &8 thelr

{nflusnced bY outstending events OF epochal
I

gnd deeds Were
the stete. What @id they &
R

tre history of the netion and

in
Jutionary ¥ar? How did they stend o

pnd do during the Revo

On seperetion from Virginia? On the free silver issue? On

hibition, ste.? 7

A List of Points of Historic Interest, with & short deseripti

each and directions for reaching thems

A Celender of Annuel Events in tebulried form.

Directory of Sermanent Crcenization in the ccunty, end perbaps

uch as eleatd

of public offices., Also other officiel date ®
voting provieions, eteé., Perheps € sumnary of PBU“Ji‘r-grLHH
town ovdinpnces,

Bicgrephical Sketches of préminant men or prominent remilies,

arrenged alphaubeticslly.



WORK PROJECTS ADM1NISTR,:R‘TION

AR R 1734 NEW YORK AVENUE NW. Yy
; v R - - €, Wi e e RGl
y . 0 G . wA5H|Na'rON D C. ' i 1%k 7 o
F.C.HARRINGTON - :
e Wik FROINCT S 4 ) Lpr’-l 22’ 1940 ll!
o

. Mr. Joseph N. Alderaon Ry
State dork Projects Adm.tniartrator

Deardorff-Sisler Building © ~ .= o
Hunting'ban, West Virgi!:d.a i G
Nrs. Florence H. mlkinson, Birector e

AR : ttentions -
o5 S Y 4 Women's and Professianal Projecta -
= nearxr. Aiderson: “ Ak g — i5s 11 -a.

e We ara returning to you herewith 3 slgned a:nd
auvrcrved coples o£ DP‘%—19 on the: ; _ s
| History of Pocahontas Coum_;x

‘.l‘ro copies are held here for the Washington ofﬁ.ce ﬁ.les.

- Under Section 5 'Ie have added the phrase *and a
copy to the Director of Finance, Washingtom, D. C.™ which

your mimeographed form does not carry, and which our proce-
dures ask for. Please insert this on all futuru rorm.s.

4 ' : Under Section 12 we have added our usual paren- \
- " thetic phrase (35 copies are to be sent to the Waghington =+ -
office). We have also eorrected the number of free coples .
from 10 to 50, in accordance with G-5. These changes have,

_been initialed by us; we hope they will also meeb ‘l'j.th
your approval. ' .

. Sincerely yourse,

€ E. Triggs, Director
* Community Service Projects

T
. b i

F - Encloﬁures3 ) .“ Lik -_ R 18 v .. 3 "“
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Sy .Ir. Jo*eph l. uderm

o : l_" = -_ Stat‘ Tork mjgct' Mctrator N
g Dardorﬂ-ssislﬂ' Building - -

: ; Dear Hr. Alderson: &

e e are rcturning to you herﬂith four approrvaﬂ ¢ H‘_

coples of each sst of DPQ-ZI.S, coverin.g: _-j *- AV -.-j_:_

g ge s ;;,:]- " Poeshontas Cotnty Hletory Project ‘...-——-' - Aines

- T ‘: 7% Lcsﬂ.ng Countx m::to_rz Pro;[ect 2 :-‘ “’ A%

y Twctoffﬂ- sh' ,.’, ear_haet are he,].d 'here ln tha %’&shiugton Ofﬁ.c.
; _:--_-_':I-_"incerely yom, : -' LR

7 © C. E. Triggs, Director . .

P e 45 - _Commﬁ.ty Sﬁrvice Projects W

: J. n. !slson mrectnr
: "l‘lﬂ mtars' Progmn




FEDERAL WORKS AGENCY
WORK PROJECTS ADMINISTRATION

1734 NEW YORK AVENUE NW,
WASHINGTON, D. C.
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¢z 3 'fm copies are he].d here for t.he ﬁashington afﬁ.ce Iiles.

e el Under Section 5 we have addﬁd the p‘nrasa 'and a
ol copy to the Director of Finance, Wasghington, D. C.® which -
your mimeographed form does not carry, and which our proce- -
durea nek far. Plea-e ineert. this on all futm fom. b %46

LA . Onder gectim 12 we have added our ususl paren=

Yot thetic phz'aae (35 copies are to be sent to the Fashington
" office)s We have also corrected the number of free copies
from 10 to 50, in accordance with G-5. These changes heve

been initicled by usj we hope they will aleo meel with ‘

| ynur approval.
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Pocalontss County: Chapier 4 and 3

\ Pert (&) Latter Part of question 2

Pa.rt (3-b) Hendicrafte paveloped through }.ecesoity.

DCCUPATIOHS BE'I'EEEN 1810 - 1860.

was of course farming, but beceuse of n _“‘_.

The principal industry W
need for them, other small :mdustriu such as blacknmithing and *ﬂin’-

ns of the county.. , b~ L . __' "

1d uf ¢L
The first stores were &t Huptersville, but nfter thl.l 'buiviilﬂ.s e

d through the upper part of the county,
{ the county in 185&-55

;,_

were esteblished in all sectio

Staunton, Perkersburg Roe

Merlintowto Lewisburg road in the lower part o
and soon &t other pointe.

one shops sprung ups
&

opened at Greenbank, Millpoint,

Since there was so much blecksmith work to be d

over the county.

pps Creek, having moved thera som

Henry Herper who lived on Kna

1812 to a 200 ecre farm owned by his father Nicholas Harper, did mnr.h

promote industry in that section. He built the first tilt hemmer in 't.& o<

region. This shop was carried on under his personal supervision. lhlﬁ.
Wenless, George Hevener of Pandleton, and Anthony Lightner of Swago, end
many others learned the trade with him, and were all good smiths, Other
improvements mede by him were: a tannery shop built by #illiam Civey, ﬂ
& saw mill built by Robert and John Irvin. At his suggestion William Chey
eunk a ten yerd at his home on Anthonys Creek. ;
Henry ‘n.-;rger was one of the contractors for the Huntersville, Warm
Springe Turnpike in 1838. But. aside from all these things he 'aent‘ i '
with cl.earing lend and developing his farm, . |
The Wanlesse's - James, Stephen, Ralph snd John were flﬁons smit .
the upper part of the county. Aside from m horses and r. :
they also made axes, hoes, eh wovels, plows bulltonguo., bﬂlﬂl

mattock broed s w
tocks, 8d exes, frows, grubtbing hoes, pet hooks, kett!

cheins, dou

ble and single trees, door hinges end htohu;

£
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William Cochran of Stony Creek built the first tilt ha-r‘
ey % ’

Swago.,
iscksmi a
Joseph Barlow of Red Lick Mountein had & bleckemith sham,

et inet mrk
tennery, made and repesired shoes, did carpenter end cabin .

Thomes Drinnon of near Marlins Boitom made shoes.

John Burgess was a carpenter end for many years made ’.t of . o

-

the coffins needed in lower Pocahomtas.
-

William Bradshew of Brown Creek opersted a carding mecEine. .

The bales of rolls were festened with bleck thorns which grew so plentiful

in this section.. John Gelford, Jr. conducted & flourishing fannery

-

- at Huntersville, : - ; !
Rev. John Weugh of Indian Dreft was a skillful worker &m metals.
His speciglity being hoes one of the most useful implements. Hs
‘ eglso excelled in tempering axes another implement of invelmble help
p: .
L . . -
to the pioneer, 2 .
John Logen of Top Allegheny was & skilled cabinet meker.
5 Williem Curry was & sione‘mason. After his merriege 8= went to
f ] . -
Lewis County.
Gany o o L 1y SRR s —~ R Y
] , « fO0rge W. Whiting and his son Ebenezer Fhiting of Drosp Mountain
!
were skilled mesons 1leste nd hrial 3 =
‘ ong, plestererse, and brick layers. It is reported that

Lji-\..'- morta theyv ussd 1 1 adbka s R
CTYAr they used would adhere #o tenaciously that Som=times it had
Yo be chipped from ick,' T ini |
PI ‘rom & brick, * The smooth finish they gave Hestering has
been ;-_','_C»'—‘.];-‘j in pur + 3 1
~+=4 in our time with = ' '
t ell our modern improvemsnts,

'55 WES one v 43 Fi . % 2
« 56 One of the first blecksaiths at Millpoint, working

| U 1818 2rr who locetiad 3
Tt here soon after the B <~
naft € Revoluts Ery War o
e : ' )
] = UPPer end of tha vast est | :
| ©T YE5T estate now owred by Uriah &
| VELed b T
. i ¥ Urieh Heversr, sstabli shed
? © oaw mily. nd & blecksg .

ksmith shop om Little Seck Trwek brench

Ty fora wide region,
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mile below Marlinton could work in irun_,

R Ty, R
dtone und wood, Hia gp,cja]_ty was gunsmithing, a great aersrica to th

5 L
. M -l y 4 --.‘l
People as 80 much hunting was done., PN :

Joshua Kee who ‘11v'a'd one

John Kee specialized in wegon making.. = - k }'"h" _

Nathan Burgess, 'a gunsmith. Many of the 0ld hunters of t.ha oar].

'wart of the century were supplied by him Wlth rifles. Some ,of hil r:l._

.—-
-'p §

were used for w:.la.ta.ry service during the Civil War. One of :ths bu:t X

specimen of his workmanshlp was’ made for the late willlam McNoili a!«

Buckeye. It wes reputed to be one of the mcst accurate in aim -ané

.F

reaching of any mountein rifles ever in the country.

old papers,)



